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Sri Akal Takht Sahib - The Supreme Seat
AU 343 {l mas 343 Affoa

¢ NNW

Waheguru Ji  Ka  Khalsa!
Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh! to all the
members of the ‘Sangat’ sitting in the
presence of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji.

Today we will talk about Sri Akal
Takht Sahib, which is the supreme
among the five Takhts (thrones) of

By: Bhai Pinderpal Singh Ji

father Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji.

There are two meanings of Akal-
Firstly it means God (Akal Purkh
Waheguru or Parmatma). So in that
sense it means ‘Throne of God'. Its
second meaning in ‘beyond time’ or
‘above time’, over which time has no

Sikh religion.

The literal meaning of ‘Takht’ is
throne. Kings and emperors sit on a
throne and rule. Guru Hargobind
Sahib Ji established this Takht, but he
named it neither after Himself, nor
after Guru Nanak Dev Ji, nor after His
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effect.

I Actually
Akal  Takht
Sahib came
into being
because  of
Dhan Sri
Guru  Arjan
Dev Ji. Akal
Takht Sahib
W a s
established as

a reation to
the martyrdom of Sri Guru Arjan Dev
Ji. There is no effect of time over it
and it is also the throne of God. All
other thrones bore the effect of time.
Kings, emperors and others who sat
on ordinary thrones passed away with
the passage of time and the thrones
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also got dilapidated. Guru Ji
deliberately chose the word- ‘Akal’,
because man is mortal, but Name of
God in is His
‘Throne.’

If we study compositions of Baba

immortal and so

Farid Ji, we come to know that he has
referred to an emperor. He says that
an emperor comes out of his palace
with great pomp & show, drums are
beaten around his palanquin. Many
types of trumpets are blown and then
he sits on his throne which is covered
with umbrella of gold. Many poets
then eulogise the emperor. Baba Farid
Ji says that poems are recited and
trumpets blown till the emperor is
alive. As soon as the emperor passes
away, nobody blows the trumpets. The
trumpet blowers are there but they
don’t blow the trumpets.

People take the dead body of the
emperor to the cremation ground.
There is no throne, no umbrella of
gold now for him. The body of the
emperor is left in the cremation
ground as an orphan is left alone.
Gurbani endorses this:

Yyt en 8F fMfg 391 A3 33 11
e A3 Ala'e HIT G18 3T a1F 11841

(WdT 93to)

Those who used to sit on thrones,
became orphans along with thrones.
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When alive and while sitting on the
throne, an emperor wears costly
clothes, after death, his dead body is
laid in a pit with a brick under his head
as a pillow and the dead body is
covered with loose earth then. The
dead body is eaten by worms then.
Baba Farid Ji says, “O, emperor, you
ruled the world once by sitting on the
throne, but today your dead body is
being eaten by worms. You are at the
mercy of your family members now.
You can not turn sides on your own.”

Let’s study the last lines of the
first hymn of Sri Guru Granth Sahib
Ji, which reads- “Bless me with
kingdom, throne and armed forces but
if I forget you, then I don’t need such
a kingdom.” We recite the hymn:

FBIE IS HI% AT 4T I y& il
Ty THS J9T §37 3FaT AT |l
HZ Bfy FBT TIHT 3T a3 & e 376 11811911

(HaT 28)
Sri Akal Takht Sahib appeared on
the map of the world after the

martyrdom of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji.
When we study History, we come to
know that Dhan Sri Guru Ramdas Ji
and Dhan Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji got a
pool dug and got the building of Sri
Harmandir Sahib constructed in the
midst of the sacred pool. The loose
earth dug from the pool was heaped in
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the shape of a hillock at the place
where the present Akal Takht Sahib is
situated. Dhan Sri Guru Ramdas Ji
used to sit on a platform on that
hillock to oversee the digging of the
pool. Dhan Guru Arjan Dev Ji got a
‘Kacha hut’ contructed on the hillock
to supervise the construction of Sri
Harmandir Sahib. The Sikhs used to
call that ‘Kacha hut’ as ‘Kotha Sahib’
as a mark of respect and devotion.

Dhan Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji used
to rest in ‘Kotha Sahib’ during
afternoons while supervising the
construction of the Gurdwara Sahib.
Sometimes he used to stay there for
night also. After the martyrdom of
Guru Arjan Dev Ji, four congregations
were held at the place where the
present Akal Takht Sahib is situtated.
Guru Ji bequeathed His ‘Guru-Gaddi’
to His son at this place before leaving
for martyrdom. Baba Budha Ji and
Guru Arjan Dev Ji bowed before Guru
Hargobind Sahib Ji and put vermillion
on this forehead as mark of ‘Guriai
Tilak’. After the martyrdom of Guru
Arjan Dev Ji, Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji
got ‘Akhand Path Sahib’ completed in
the name of His father at ‘Kotha
Sahib.” Baba Budha Ji tied the turban
on the head of Sri Guru Hargobind
Sahib Ji, as is customary.

After the martyrdom of Sri Guru
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Arjan Dev Ji, Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji
uttered these lines:
fea 3° & Hidgar at Hial |
EHg & yldar at yiat |
Higt ulat €5° ad 99 HIs |
He made it clear that only that
person will be saved, who accepts the
protection of ‘Miri’ and ‘Piri’. At that
place, Guru Hargobind Sahib vowed to
use sword against the tyrrants. Guru is
the bestower of Miri and Piri. He is
above these two blessings. The simple
hillock of mud was converted into Sri
Akal Takht Sahib and it was built
loftier than the roval throne of Delhi.

Foundation stone (brick) of
Harmandir Sahib was laid down by Sai
Mian Meer Ji and the foundation stone
of Sri Akal Takht Sahib was laid down
by Baba Budha Ji, Bhai Gurdas Ji and
Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji.

After the construction of Sri Akal
Takht Sahib, the ceremony of
bestowing blessings of Miri and Piri
was also held at its newly constructed
building. ‘Piri’ means spirituality. Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Ji was placed at Sri
Harmandir Sahib daily in the morning
and at night brought back to ‘Kotha
Sahib’. The ‘Takht’ was loftier than the
Delhi throne. Sikhs were called from
far off places to attend the ceremony.
All the Sikh youths were asked to keep
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swords and other weapons with them.
HOT 347 FITEE At @ UE & |
A EJ31 37 A€ Y faowT are & |
gfe AT BI5 38 HBI5 7 @9r ey & |
7 39 3uF faT'H 97 yF e a |
HIg »aes 397 A7 afge FeE & |

Dhan Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib
Ji Himself wore two swords of ‘Miri
and Piri’ first. He also uttered these
lines at that time:

& IBST Gt fea Higl €1 fea yiat €t/

e ez €l fea o €l e el da <kl €1

oMz a7 dearg eaew 98y 4lg €1 |
yar 3491 &l Aaiana €t

Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji, Baba

Budha Ji and Bhai Gurdas Ji got Sri
Akal Takht Sahib constructed.

Guru  Hargobind  Sahib  Ji
appointed five Generals for his army
and divided His army in five groups
under their command. Keertan was
rendered at Sri Harmandir Sahib on
that day and Guru Ji chaired a meeting
at Sri Akal Takht Sahib on the same
day. The Nawab gifted a precious
elephant to Guru Ji. Guru Ji gave the
elephant to Natha Abdulla, who was a
bard at Guru Ji’'s ‘Darbar.” Guru Ji
asked him to ride the elephant.

As the time passed, Bhai Gurdas
Ji was appointed first of all, to serve
the Takht. Three types of invaders
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have been repeatedly attacking Sri
Akal Takht Sahib. First of all the
incapable, secondly the selfish leaders
and thirdly the priests who are puppets
in the hands of others.

After Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib
Ji, the Meenas took control of the
Takht. Then Bhai Mani Singh Ji
rendered services at the Takht. After
him, Bhai Darbara Singh Ji served at
the Akal Takht Sahib. After him,
Nawab Kapur Singh got the
opportunity to serve at the Takht.
After him Sardar Jassa Singh
Ahluwalia served at the Takht. Then
starts a series of disciples who served
Sri Akal Takht Sahib.

The first floor of the Takht was
constructed under the supervision of
Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia during
the Misl period. Maharaja Ranjit Singh
got other floors constructed with an
estimated cost of Rs. 2 Lakh 95
thousand under his supervision. Hari
Singh Nalwa got its dome constructed.

After the building was fully
constructed, a tradition as per Gurmat
was started there to be followed for all
times. Guru Arjan Dev Ji started the
tradition of placing Guru Granth Sahib
Ji for night rest at ‘Kotha Sahib.” The
doors of Sri Harmandir Sahib open
before dawn everyday. Exactly after
one hour the doors of Sri Akal Takht
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Sahib are opened. In the mean time,
the sangat sits outside Harmandir
Sahib and recites Sri Sukhmani Sahib.
The Granthi Singh of Sri Akal Takht
Sahib, who is on duty, renders service
of ‘Chaur Sahib’ to Dhan Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji before priests from Sri
Harmandir Sahib comes to take ‘Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Ji. Then Ardas
(prayer) is performed. The priest
places Guru Ji on his head very
respectfully. Then Guru Ji is placed on
a palanquin and served with the same
‘Chaur Sahib’ by a Granthi Singh.

So ‘Parkash’ is rendered at Sri
Akal Takht Sahib and hymns are
recited. ‘Keertan’ is performed at Sri
Harmandir Sahib. By dawn, ‘Asa Di
Vaar’ is started at Sri Akal Takht
Sahib.

Many  verdicts have  been
announced at Sri Akal Takht Sahib
after Sri Hargobind Sahib Ji. Do study
‘Rehatnama’ by Bhai Choba Singh Ji-
Guru’s Sikh never quarrels over petty
religious matters, such acts in the name
of religion are punishable. Quarrel
arose between Maharaja Ranjit Singh
and Sardars of Bhangi Misl. Maharaja
Ranjit Singh said that none would fire
cannon balls towards Amritsar. The
battle started but was immediately
stopped by Akali Foola Singh Ji. He
said that it was Guru’s town and they
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should behave like Guru’s Sikhs. He
said that they should not shed one
another’s blood by fighting against one
another. Both the warring factions
acted upon the advice of Akali Fula
Singh. The Bhangi Sardars were given
large tracts of land and Maharaja
Ranjit Singh took charge of Amritsar.
The Akal Takht Sahib was built by
Guru Ji, whenever it was demolished,
it was rebuilt by the Sikhs.

Some people attack the very basic
principles of Gurmat and give no
regard/respect to Sri Akal Takht
Sahib. The Sikhs should have faith on
their institution. The Jathedar of Akal
Takht Sahib should not have any
selfish motives Three to four Jathedars
of Sri Akal Takht Sahib will never be
forgotten by the Panth. Baba Fula
Singh Ji, Bhai Mani Singh Ji and Bhai
Gurdev Singh Ji never be
forgotten. Only the deserving should
be made Jathedars of Akal Takht
Sahib. Baba Vasakha Singh Ji served
the Takht in 1534 for two months.
Sangat requested him many a times,
then he got ready to serve for a short
period. He committed that he would
not let Gurmat traditions go down. In
the absence of Baba Vasakha Singh,
the then S.G.P.C. members gave
‘Siropao’ to Nawab Muzaffer Khan

will

—to be continued on page 50
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Founding of Amritsar

‘Sifti Da Ghar’

Swaran
Singh
Bhaur

A __ e

If one analyses Sikh history, one
finds when Guru Nanak chose His next
descendant, He blessed Guru Angad
Dev Ji and placed spiritual light in Him
that He had Himself received from the
Almighty. Guru Nanak Ji asked Guru
Angad Dev Ji to leave Kartarpur and
inhabit/found Khadur Sahib. Bhai
Gurdas Ji endorses this :
fes &fF a93'9 yd 95 yzgd #Al3 Aaret |

(T3 9, y€31 8€)

Guru Angad Dev Ji asked Guru
Amar Das Ji to found the town of
Goindwal as the next important hub of
Sikhism. That place was on the bank
of river Beas. People, soldiers and
foreigners used to commute from Delhi
to Lahore enroute this place. It was
good to provide food and
accommodation to travellers and thus
spread the message of Guru Nanak.
Good houses to stay and good food
arrangements were made. In this way
the Guru tried to abolish the caste
system. Guru Angad Dev Ji said that
only those would be blessed with
‘Darshan’ who first partook ‘Langar’
by sitting in a queue and mixing with
others
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geT Ja gIraat Udt u=eST AfaT STFMENT |
(T9 q, Y831 23)
It was a revolutionary programme
to eradicate touchability, distinction of
high and low and caste system. Akbar,
the emperor of Hindustan came to
have ‘Darshan’ of the Guru, but before
that; he partook ‘Langar’ by sitting
among the common people. The
emperor was highly impressed with/by
the order of ‘Gurughar’ and requested
Guru Angad Dev Ji that he wanted to
offer/gift away a large chunk of land
to the ‘Gurughar’.

The Guru said, “Emperor, ‘Guru
ka Langar’ runs on the hard earned
money of the Sikhs, so we don’t need
land from you. The provisions offered
by people are distributed among
‘Sangat’ and whatever is left, is flowed
down the river, so that creatures living
in the water may also take their
share.” Akbar, the emperor felt very
happy on listening all this and gifted
away the large chunk of land to Bibi
Bhani Ji, which now falls under the
jurisdiction of Jhabaal and known with
respect as ‘Bir Baba Budha Sahib Ji.’
The parents of Guru Ramdas Ji had
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passed away during the latter’s
childhood. The maternal grand mother
brought Jetha Ji from Lahore to
Basarke and Jetha Ji started living with
her. He also started making a living by
selling grams. Guru Amardas Ji
founded Goindwal and got constructed
the ‘Baoli’ for liberating mankind from
the cycle of life and death. People
from far and wide provided free
services in the construction of the
‘Baoli’. Jetha Ji also used to provide
free service besides selling grams at
Goindwal. One day, Mata Mansa Devi
Ji, wife of Guru Amardas Ji requested
to marry Bibi Bhani Ji to a suitable
boy. The next day when she was
discussing the same matter with her
husband, she saw Guru Ramdas Ji
(Bhai Jetha Ji) doing free service for
the construction of ‘Baoli Sahib’. She
said that the boy should be healthy like
that one. Guru Amardas Ji said the
search had ended then. Guru Amar
Das Ji married Bibi Bhani Ji to Bhai
Jetha Ji. Bhai Jetha Ji kept serving the
‘Guru-ghar’ day and night. Guru Amar
Das Ji was very happy at the couple.
With the help of spiritual vision; the
Guru came to know that Bhai Jetha Ji
had completed the journey of his life.
He told the truth to his daughter. Bibi
Bhani Ji took it as the order (Hukam)
of the Almighty. As Guru Amar Das Ji
was very happy at the selfless service
provided by Bhai Jetha Ji, He
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bestowed his own remaining age of 6
years, 11 months and 28 days to Bhai
Jetha Ji and also declared him to be
the next Guru. Guru Amar Das dJi
instructed Guru Ram Das Ji to found
and establish a new religious center.
That place is actually a sacred place of
all the four ‘Yugs’. Bhai Santokh Singh
Ji proves this :
guet:
Afsgar H S AT 3 |
33 HIT Fd FOT 9475 |
€g 3H IJHAT AT
IBHITT H »1EFAT T2 1I€3]
HaT HoI3d J19g T |
7 YR FEl e% B |
#7 87 JgT g5 gid gas |
37 &9 at Jefa aBsas 11€31]
(7 @& Y3 For ofd, T )

In compliance with Guru Amar
Das Ji’s instruction, Guru Ram Das Ji
came to ‘Chak Guru’. There was a
pond of water at the place. Guru Ram
Das Ji buried a coin there. Guru Nanak
had also recited ‘baani’ at this place.
People from far and wide come there
to have spiritual bliss of ‘Kirtan Baani’.
Tara Choudhary of Sultanwind also
felt the spiritual bliss. Satguru asked
Tara Choudhary to prepare ‘Karaah
Prasaad’ that was distributed among
‘Sangat’ members at the end of
‘Kirtan’.  Bhai Mardana partook
‘Karaah’ and requested the Guru, that



e = v n n n

such type of food should be given
daily. Guru Nanak Ji predicted, “Bhai
Mardana! Such type of sacred food
whould be distributed here forever and

‘Kirtan would also continue here
forever.”
UIT W Held gaHm® & alg3s Ae™ ST |

(e79 9, y@F132)

In deep research of Gurbani and
Guru History, it has been established
that Guru Nanak Dev Ji visited
Amritsar. This finds mention in ‘Maru
Sohela’:

Aed Af39Id AHE wmaa ||
yeg 31 I35 g5 BT
fafernm H® 7 #ifz Afg
37ed gid AT H3Y UTfenT ||
A39Id Aeg Ao & aid 1l
WM WIfT 595 aIid I

HIT B (955 Aed fed Tl 3aT &7 1o I
(aT 2083)

Guru Ram Das Ji got settled at
‘Guru Chak.” There was a wealthy
man from the town of ‘Patti’, his name
was Duni Chand. He had a lot of
horses, elephants etc. He was drunk
with the wine of wealth, he used to
say to his servants that they being his
servants, ate whatever was given by
him to them. If someone praised him,
he would feel happy and give away
prizes. One day he asked his wife who
had given her all the riches and
luxuries. The wife said that he (Dhuni
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Chand) was her God and each and
everything had been given by him.

One day the haughty man asked
his daughters whom they worshipped
and thanked for the comforts. Six
daughters praised and thanked their
father. Rajni, the seventh daughter said
that they enjoyed all the comforts
because of God’s grace and he (the
father) was only a medium. Duni
Chand became furious and told Rajni
that he would marry her off to a
handicapped person and then he
would see, how she enjoyed all the
comforts of life. Rajni said if it was in
her fate then nobody could stop it. In
anger, the Chaudhry married her to a
disabled person and ordered her to
leave the town of Patti. All the citizens
started weeping at this. All his
daughters tried to make the father see
reason, the mother of Rajni cried a lot,
but Duni Chand didn’t listen to
anyone. Rajni was not afraid, she had
full faith in God. She wished for the
well being of her father’s house and
left ‘Patti’ with her husband. At the
time of departure, she was reciting :

gy 7 €13 341 35
(aTl 4)

After travelling on foot for many
days and nights, they reached Jhabaal.
On her way Rajni used to get food for
both of them from some nearby village.
On their way, they used to recite-
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(HaT )

One day her disabled husband
started weeping and said, "You leave
me alone and go back to your parents
and ask for your father’s forgiveness.
Don’t waste your beauty and youth. [
am a wretched person suffering from
leprosy." Rajni assured him that he
was not less than an angel of heaven
for her. He said that he did not want
her to suffer with him. He requested
her to throw him into a well and
wished for early death. Rajni requested
him not to wish widowhood for her; as
her life was independent with him.

She was fully confident that God
would certainly bless her for her
service, dedication and sincerity. On
saying this, she lifted him and then
took some rest under the berry tree on
the bank of the same pond about
which we have mentioned earlier. She
left her husband under the shade of the
tree and went to collect food from the
nearby village of Tung. The leper saw
something magical and wonderful
happening :
IYIAT AIFgid Alg<Tel
fAg 373 a&wmm ag Jd Il
(T 8¢3)

To be continued...

-continued from page 46

which was against ‘Maryada’. On
returning, Baba Vasakha Singh Ji paid
obeisance at Sri Akal Takht Sahib and
prayed to Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji
that he be allowed to resign as he
could not Kkill his conscience. Baba
Vasakha Singh Ji and Akali Fula Singh
Ji can never be forgotten by the ‘Sikh
Panth.’

Sri Akal Takht Sahib is the
supreme Institution of the Sikhs. None
can challenge it. Many try to disobey it
but if the ‘Jathedar’ of the Takht is
impartial and honest, none dares to

look into his eyes, nor show disrespect
to the Takht.

Dhan Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji
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established the Takht. The Takht has
guided us at many times. Politics is
body only but religion is the very soul.
A scholar is of the view that religion of
humanity is the wvery basis of
democracy and dictatorship. The ruler
must be a religious man. May Guru Ji
bless us to follow the principles for
which Sri Akal Takht Sahib stands for.
Please accept my requests and forgive
me for my faults/mistakes.

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa!
Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh!

English Translation : Varinder Singh
Principal, Gout. Sen. Sec. Smart School,
Sehansra, Sri Amritsar Sahib
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