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Goodness of Dhan Dhan Sri Guru
Har Rai Sahib Maharaj Ji
U6 Ue Hl 919 ofgorfe nrfoa i
dinti efsnrdinn

| Transcription of Discourse Rendered by Bhai Gurigbal Singh Ji I

Hymn:

There are three types of simran,
(meditation upon God)- one is to praise
the Lord through recitation of Baani,
second is to listen and know about the
good qualities of the Gurus through
history and the third is to practise/tread
on the path shown by our Gurus.

Today we will try to do/learn the
three types with the grace of the Guru.
We will praise Sri Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji
through hymn. Then we will hear/discuss
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anecdotes from the life of Guru Ji and
we will also try to practise upon what we
learn from Guru Ji. This is real
meditation. This is meditation of highest
kind. There are many good qualities of
Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji. One such
anecdote is:

One day Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji was
resting. Two Sikhs came to have
‘Darshan’ of Guru Ji. They requested the
attendant of Guru Ji. The attendant asked
them to wait for some time as the Guru
was resting. The attendant didn’t say that
the Guru was sleeping. Once Baba Nand
Singh Ji was listening to a poem in praise
of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, being recited by a
poet. The poet said that Guru Nanak Ji
was sleeping when a snake protected His
face from the sun with its hood. At the
use of the word ‘sleep’, Baba Nand Singh
Ji asked the poet to delete that line. The
poet said that he had been reading books
since childhood mentioning that Guru
Nanak Ji was sleeping. At this Baba Nand
Singh Ji said that Gurbani says:



Ji asked Tulsa,

the maid to make Nanak get up from bed.
Tulsa, the maid licked Guru Nanak’s
thumb with her tongue. At this she got
spiritually enlightened, she found that
Guru Nanak was not sleeping. Actually
He was saving the boat of a Sikh named
Mansukh. So the Guru never sleeps. So
never use undermining language for the
Guru

'ﬂl%a:laes'faﬁmwa?»?
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Afsgrg @57 alfg Asand fag fefg 3w SfEmmebym il
g fefe eshy Sfzmmein I (T 823)
(#dT 823) Praise the Lord. Baba Nand Singh Ji
How to advised the
respect and poet not to
praise the use the word
Guru. Baba ‘sleep”  for
Nand Singh Ji Guru Nanak,
s a i d , instead  say
“Doomsday ‘resting’ and
will arrive if the sun was
Guru Nanak quenching
goes to its thirst
sleep.” Guru while having
never sleeps. darshan  of
FH5} BT Him.  The
F 6 sunlight was
- there on His
JZ/?QTE F’:W face and the
g . ee snake  also
(HdT 8¢ o ] thought  of
Gurbani ; ‘ oL Y o having
enflorses this 'j g% ds Ft a9 gfgafe mfoyg ‘darsha'm’ py
point.  Once N = — spreading its
mother Tripta hood. This is

why the
attendant of Sri Har Rai Sahib Ji used the
word ‘resting’. He asked the Sikhs to sit
and wait. Both the Sikhs were reciters/
practicioners of ‘Baani’. They started
reciting ‘Baani’. They wanted their
waiting period to be successful.
Sometimes we imagine different things
while waiting. Sometimes the wait turns
out to be meditation. If a pilgrim starts
from Ludhiana for Sri Harmander Sahib



and starts reciting Japuji Sahib on the
way, His attendance will be marked at
Guru Ram Das Ji’s Altar before his actual
arrival. If while waiting one thinks that he
is getting late, then the waiting time is
wasted. Once Hamayun while waiting for
‘darshan’ of Sri Guru Angad Dev Ji,
cursed himself.

The two Sikhs made the waiting
period devotion/meditation of a kind
(unique). Let’s learn/get some spiritual
enlightenment from this anecdote from
the life of Sri Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji. So
the first thing is to praise Sri Har Rai
Sahib Ji. This is the first paragraph of the
Sikh prayer composed by Sri Guru
Gobind Singh Ji:

g R\t afg afE 1

The two Sikhs while waiting for the
Guru, were reciting ‘Baani’ loudly. Guru
Har Rai Ji listened to their recitation. He
opened his eyes and hurriedly moved
towards that direction from where the
voice was emanating. So sudden was the
movement of the Guru that His knee got
injured. It is really surprising because
Guru Ji always taught us to be patient.
The Guru Himself is all powerful and
omniscient. But Guru’s hurriedness in
this case is really surprising. The
attendant requested Guru Ji that He
should have got up from the bed slowly.
As he had got his pious knee injured then.
At this Guru Ji explained that it was
insulting to listen to ‘Baani’ while in bed,
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that’s why he moved hurriedly. The two
Sikhs were reciting ‘Baani’ while sitting
on the floor, while Guru Ji was in bed. So
we should learn from this. The attendant
said that Guru Har Rai Ji was Guru Nanak
incarnate, so it was His own compostion
and hence it was not insulting to listen to
'‘Baani' while in bed. At this Guru Ji said,
He had got the duty to sweep the Altar of
Guru Nanak, so it was insulting. At that
time Guru Ji uttered these lines which
are mentioned in ‘Suraj Parkash’:

s & »eg & gt gar il
wag 8g My a9t awar il

A great verdict given by Guru Har
Rai Sahib Ji- one who does not have
respect for ‘Baani’, is not Guru’s Sikh.
Sometimes a family member is reciting
Gurbani while sitting on the floor and the
other member is sitting in a sofa. This
amounts to insult. We commit such
mistakes unconsciously. We should
learn a lesson from this incident in Guru
Ji’s life. One may get pardoned if
mistake is committed unconsciously, but
if one commits it knowingly, then it is
unpardonable. Then it becomes an ill
action. We get wedding invitation cards
upon which Gurbani is printed:
AT & aafd mifu ysfon
glg ay agrele mifem™ g i
(aT 2t 3)

This way we remember God.
Sometimes the following is written on
cards:



96 Afsara yFte i
And sometimes :
fefe ags™ yay udB» il
g5 & fear awri
(%iaT €23)
After some days we tear the card
into pieces and throw the same into a
dustbin. We commit this mistake
inadvertently. We forget that Gurbani
printed on the card has also been put into
the dustbin. Gurbani is also printed on
obituary cards:

TOHY ABH ASIg €gdid T Il
A
wB welg daar Ae €t 71T 1
(aT 923€)
The same ill action is repeated on

such cards also. Some businessmen get
printed the following line on their bills:

96”)71%3_73:;77#//
7t
fag wfg §Ag afg 7& fipd 11
Afsgfa 3Hd ad AT I
(dT 209)

Now pay attention- if the bill is
prepared wrongly, we tear it and throw it
on the street. We forget about the
Gurbani printed on the bill and don’t
bother that it would be trampled upon by
passersby. So the lesson by Sri Guru Har
Rai Sahib Ji is that such insulting actions
hurt Guru Nanak Dev Ji. It is written in
Gurbani:
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U5 H J9ig aBH U5 T8 57 g5 HF Il

gs Byl 33aT fAfs a7 (&9 ag 1l
(MaT 92€9)

Blessed is that piece of paper upon
which Baani is written. Blessed is that
phial containing ink used for writing
Gurbani. Blessed is the pen with which
Gurbani is written. Let’s learn a lesson
from the life of Dhan Dhan Baba Deep
Singh Ji. Baba Deep Singh Ji Himself
wrote copies of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji.
He never used to sharpen the used
wooden pen with blade etc. because He
would say that the wooden pen used for
writing Gurbani won’t be touched (hurt)
with a blade. He used to take a new pen.
In order to respect Gurbani we should
keep a bag at home and put such cards
etc. having Gurbani written/printed
thereon, into that bag. Even the hair after
combing should also be put into the bag
and should not be thrown into the
dustbin. Later on we should burn such
cards and hair and then throw the ashes
into flowing water. This is how we should
pay respect to Gurbani. This is how Guru
Har Rai Ji guide us. We commit many
mistakes inadvertently and insult
Gurbani. Sometimes we put a used glass
on fridge or T.V. Later on it is removed
by someone, we forget it and place a
scripture at the same T.V. or fridge after
recitation of Gurbani. This is insult to
Gurbani unconsciously. Let’s commit
not to repeat such mistakes. Let’s learn
to respect Gurbani. Let’s thank Guru Har



Rai Sahib Ji for this enlightenment:
fAs 3 weg & get ga i
g 7 firg a1 anar il
fvd 7t afg afe

There is another anecdote. Guru Har
Rai Ji opened a clinic. All the medicines/
herbs were available in that clinic. It is
written in history that emperor Shah
Jahan had four sons- Dara Shikoh, Sujjad
Mohammad, Aurangzeb and Murar. Dara
Shikoh caught some disease. Quacks
tried their best to treat him. They could
not do so in six months. Shah Jahan asked
the quacks how his son could get well.
The quacks said that they needed two
things for his treatment i.e. clove of one
‘masse’ and harrar (a herb) of 14 ‘masse’.
If these two things are given to Dara
Shikoh, he would be alright. Shah Jahan
asked the quacks to bring the two herbs,
but the quacks showed their inability to
find the two herbs. One of the quaks
suggested that the two herbs could be
obtained from the clinic of Sri Guru Har
Rai Sahib Ji. Guru Ghar teaches us to be
kind. Shah Jahan immediately sent a note
demanding therein clove of one ‘masse’
and ‘harrar’ of 14 ‘masse’, Relations of
Mugals were not good with Gurughar but
Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji did not keep any
ill-will in his heart at that time. Herbs
were given from Guru Ji’s clinic. Dara
Shikoh got two benefits- medicine as
well as Guru’s blessings. He got well
soon. Shah Jahan praised Guru Ji in
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writing:
Af39I9 & Wa aJ 05 g5
T W YRS

When the recovery of Dara Shikoh
was announced in the court, all the
ministers and courtiers started praising
Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji. Shah Jahan
mentioned this in the note written to Sri
Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji.

Af3919 & Wa aJ 05 g5
T W YRS
J'H HdT 7 dIF THH"

It is written in Suraj Parkash that
Shah Jahan had written that Gurughar has
Raj Jog, means both kingship and
asceticism is there. Shah Jahan wrote:

TH HA A FIF THH
HAIB A9 HMig fgae fermT

According to him Guru Ghar has
special status in this world. From this
incident we learn how to help the needy.
If one is a doctor, one should treat poor
patients free of cost at least once in a
week. Open a free medicine store. If you
cannot do so, donate at least one tenth of
your earnings to NGOs. Sri Guru Har Rai
Sahib Ji has taught us all these good
qualities. Let’s praise Sri Guru Har Rai

Sahib Ji. Let’s praise and get
enlightenment as well. Let’s recite:
g [t afg afe
Q00
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The eighth Master Sri  Guru
Harkrishan Sahib Ji came into this world
on Monday, July 7, 1656 at Keeratpur
Sahib. Sri Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji is His
father and Kishan Kaur Ji is His mother.
Guru Ji is very unique. Right from
childhood, Guru Harkrishan Ji was an
apostle of spiritual enlightenment of
Guru Nanak’s ‘Ghar’. At that time shah
Jahan was the emperor of India. In 1657
Shah Jahan was suffering from a disease.
Shah Jahan had four sons- Dara Shikoh,
Aurangzeb, Sujad and Murad. His eldest
son Dara Shikoh was to be the next king
as per the rule. His sons thought that
their father would announce one of them
to be the next king before his death. They
pitched themselves against one another.
Aurangzeb and Murad formed a group.
Auranzeb got his brother killed in the
fort of Gawalior. Later on he
overpowered other brothers and put his
father under house arrest. Aurangzeb
became the emperor and honoured
himself as Alamgeer on July 21, 1658.

Some wicked people informed
Aurangzeb that Guru Har Rai Ji had

A Glimpse on the
Life of Sri Guru
Harkrishan Sahib Ji

By- Kavishar Sawarn Singh Bhour
(Sikh Missionary)
A\

helped Dara Shikoh by treating him.
Guru Ji’s ancestors had written and
compiled a ‘Granth.” Some lines had
been composed against Islam in that
Granth.
firet yasHS &t U3 uel ghmd 11
(WiaT SE€)

They misinterpreted it that all the
Muslims had been described as wicked.
They said that the Seventh Master should
be summoned to appear before the Delhi
court. They also informed Aurangzeb
that the Seventh Guru was expert in
performing miracles. Aurangzeb sent for
Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji to answer his
queries. The messengers conveyed the
emperor’s message to the Guru at
Keeratpur Sahib. Guru Ji asked His elder
son Ram Rai Ji to go to Delhi to answer
the emperor’s questions as per the
philosophy of Guru Nanak without
praising anyone unnecessarily. He also
blessed His son that Guru Nanak might
bless him. Some wise Sikh preachers
also accompanied Ram Rai Ji. Aurangzeb
asked many questions and Baba Ram Rai
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Ji answered all of them to his
satisfaction. The Qazis were dumb-
founded. On the instigation of the Qazis,
the emperor asked Baba Ji to explain the
meaning of the line-

et yrsws at U3 uel ahpd i1

written in Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji.
In order to please the emperor, Baba Ji
said it was an error while writing on the
part of the writer, actually it was-

firet gehrs & 43 uEl afipd

He said it was a conspiracy. At this
the emperor and the Qazis became very
happy. The emperor gifted Baba Ji many
things and adjourned the court. Most
probably one of the preachers misguided
Baba Ji regarding error being committed
by the writer. Baba Ji made the emperor
and the Qazis happy but he earned the
wrath of Gursikhs. They sent one Sikh to
Keeratpur Sahib. That Sikh told the
whole story to Guru Har Rai Sahib ji. He
told that Ram Rai Ji had changed the
words as-

firet gehrs & 43 uEt afipd

in order to please the emperor. Guru
Ji felt angry at this and ordered the Sikh
sangat not to talk to Ram Rai Ji, He ex-
communicated the coward elder son. He
asked the sangat to follow His order. He
never saw Ram Rai Ji after that. Guru Ji
knew that His last time was approaching.
So one day he invited the sangat and
made His younger son Sri Guru
Harkrishan Sahib Ji sit on a beautiful
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throne and requested Baba Bhana Ji S/o
Baba Budha Ji to accomplish the
ceremony of ‘Guruta Gaddi’. After
making Sri Guru Harkrishan Sahib Ji sit
on the throne, Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji
bowed before the new Guru. Then Baba
Bhana Ji bowed before Him after
offering something. The sangat also
offered things as per their capacity/
devotion.  Deities from  Heaven
showered flowers. Holy commune was
distributed among sangat. Gyani Gyan
Singh Ji in his book ‘Tvareekh Guru
Khalsa’ writes that the auspicious day
fell on 10 Assu Sudi, Samat 1718. Guru
Har Rai Ji advised Sri Guru Harkrishan Ji
not to communicate to Aurangzeb. He
wished Guru Nanak might be with Him.
Ram Rai started protesting against this
move. He complained to Aurangzeb that
he had been deceived by His father. He
said, “O emperor, I am faithful to you,
and remain so in future also. I am the real
owner of Gurgaddi.” Aurangzeb was very
clever. He thought if his faithful man
became the owner of ‘Gurgaddi’, it
would be easy for him to make Sikhs and
others. convert to Islam. The emperor
ordered Sri Guru Harkrishan Sahib Ji to
appear before him at Delhi. The emperor
deputed a minister to mediate. Guru
Harkrishan Sahib Ji made the minister
understand that rule of dynasty or elder
son being heir to throne didn’t go at Guru
Nanak’s ‘Ghar’. The new/next Guru is
chosen on the basis of capability and



service rendered to ‘Gurughar’. Guru
Nanak Dev Ji having found that His sons
were not capable, bequeathed ‘Gurgaddi’
to Bhai Lehna Ji and made Him Guru
Angad Dev Ji. Aurangzeb got the point
and dismissed the plea of Ram Rai Ji.
Ram Rai Ji stayed at the gifted piece of
land at Dehradun. Sri Guru Harkrishan
Sahib Ji obeying His father, refused to
meet Aurangzeb. The sangat’s prayer was
answered by the Almighty. Raja Jai Singh
requested Sri Guru Harkrishan Sahib Ji
to go to Delhi to bless the sangat there.
He said Guru Ji might not meet
Aurangzeb but He should go to bless the
sangat there. The sangat of Delhi was very
curious to have His ‘darshan’. Guru
Harkrishan Sahib Ji accepted the request
of Raja Jai Singh. Satguru Ji used to cure
ill people. One day Sri Guru Harkrishan
Sahib Ji was moving in a palanquin. A
Brahmin, suffering from leporacy
stopped Guru Ji on the way, and
requested Guru Ji to cure him. He cited
examples from the past and said how
Guru Ji was an heir of Guru Nanak, who
cured many lepors.

Guru Amar Das Ji also cured prema,
the lepor and arranged for his marriage
also. Similarly many lepors had been
getting well after bathing at ‘Dukh
Bhanjani Beri’, a holy berry tree at the
sacred pond of Amritsar at Guru Ram
Das Ji’s Altar. Guru Arjan Dev Ji also
used to serve lepors and orphans with
His own hands. He asked Guru Ji to
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either cure him or kill him by drowning
him into some river. Guru Ji asked him
not to cry and weep but to recite
‘Satnam-Waheguru’ and come closure to
Him. Guru Ji gave him a handkerchief
and advised him to clean his sores with
that hanky while reciting ‘Satnam-
Waheguru’. After sometime that lepor
got well/healthy again. The criticisers of
‘Gurughar’ felt small.

After some days chariots were
prepared to move from Keeratpur Sahib
to Delhi. Guru Ji’s mother Kishan Kaur
Ji also got ready to go to Delhi. Some
important/main members like Bhai Sant
Ram Punjaba ‘Masand’” and Gurbax
‘Masand’ also accompanied Guru Ji.
Thousands of devotees were going with
Guru Ji. Guru Ji passed through
Thanesar, Panipat and stayed at
Kurukshetra where the war of Mahaharta
was fought.

Sangat started getting blessings of
Guru Ji. The priests did not like this. A
priest named Lalu got envious of Guru Ji.
He considered himself a scholar. He
tried to know the sect of Guru
Harkrishan Ji. He came to know that Sri
Guru Harkrishan Sahib Ji was the then
Head of the sect. He also came to know
that Guru Ji make people happy after
removing sufferings from their life. Lalu
the priest didn’t believe it. He said the
Geeta was written by Lord Krishna but
Harkrishan could not explain its
meaning. He said that Guru Ji was



exploiting poor people by telling them
that He was God incarnate. Guru Ji came
to know about the haughty language used
by Lalu, the priest. Guru Ji sent for Lalu,
the priest. Lalu came to meet Guru Ji and
brought some scriptures and the Geeta
along. Guru Ji asked what was going on in
his mind. The priest asked Guru Ji to
explain the verses of the Geeta.
Harkrishan Sahib Ji asked if he wanted to
test the knowledge of Guru Nanak’s
‘Gaddi’? The priest replied in the
positive. Guru Ji asked him to bring an
illiterate and homely person, (a
simpleton), even he would explain the
Geeta. Lalu brought Chhajju Ram
Jheevar who was dumb. Satguru Ji made
Chhaju Ram sit beside him. Guru Ji
asked Lalu to sit. Satguru Ji put His stick
on Chhajju’s head. Chhajju Ram
explained the verses of the Geeta in a
lucid way. All were surprised. Lalu
bowed at Guru’s feet and asked for
forgiveness. He realised his mistake. He
admitted that he could not recognise the
Guru. Chhajju Ram also asked for more
blessings. Guru Ji blessed both. Lalu
became a Sikh of ‘Gurughar.’

Guru Ji moved towards Delhi after
blessing the sangat of Panjokhra. Guru Ji
stayed at the Bungalow of King Jai Singh
at Delhi. There was a large gathering of
people at the Bungalow. The queen
decided to have ‘darshan’ of Guru Ji. She
invited many of her rich friends and
decided to test Guru Ji. She thought if He
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was a true Guru, He would recognise her
among the rich ladies. The omniscient
Guru fulfilled her desire and sat in the
lap of the queen as soon as he reached
the ladies’ compartment. It was spring
time. Chicken-pox had broken out in
Delhi. A large number of people were
affected by the epidemic. Guru Ji
alongwith Sikh sangat helped many. Guru
Ji Himself caught infection while
serving/treating the patients. Guru Ji
didn’t bother about Himself. The sangat
grew restless. Guru Ji asked the Sikh
Sangat to have courage and predicted that
He would leave the mortal world soon.
Guru Ji advised sangat not to weep and
pray to the Almighty. The sangat asked,
“Who would help them in future and
remove their sufferings?” Satguru Ji
said, “The next Guru is at Baba Bakala,
He would be my next heir.” After that the
Guru’s voice got silent:

a8 7% Mfa A% »fE yeoa7il
38 #31 Hfar A mraTil

(%iaT 29t)
Guru Harkrishan Sahib Ji did not
compose/write Gurbani. Many

anecdotes/incidents related to Guru Ji’s
life are available and these are beyond
any research. Guru Ji was five years, two
month and 16 days old when he took
charge of ‘Gurgaddi’. He remained Guru
for two years five months and 26 days.
His soul went for heavenly abode when
He was 7 year, 8 month and 26 days old.

(Mahan Kosh)



The place where he stayed and
blessed many 1s today known as
Gurdwara Bangla Sahib. Gurdwara Bal
Sahib is situated at the place where he
was cremated. This Gurdwara is beyond
Baran Pula Nullah from Delhi Darwaza.

@ @

Mother Sahib Kaur and Mother Sundari
Ji were also cremated there:
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