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Pious Sayings about Sri Harmandir Sahib by Bhai Gurigbal Singh Ji

Eight Wonderful
Things about
Sri Harmandir Sahib
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Greatness of Sri
Harmandir Sahib
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Today we will come to know
about some wonderful characteristics
of Sri Guru Ramdas Ji's Holy Place-
Sri Harmandir Sahib. All of you say-

‘Satnam Waheguru’ in fond memory of
Sri Guru Ramdas Ji.

It appears as if Guru Ramdas Ji is
ever sitting at Sri Harmandir Sahib
with a pen in his hand and He
changes/writes anew the fate of those
who enter the

devotees Sanctum
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By: Jaswinder Singh (Patiala)

Sanctoram with full devotion. I also try
to pay obeisance at the place once or
twice a week. Try to sit there in utter
humility for half an hour or one hour.
When you return from there, you will
feel that many of your problems have
One

messages of issues being resolved.

been solved. starts  getting
Then we realize the power of pen of
Sri Guru Ramdas Ji. He deletes our
misfortunes and writes anew good
fortunes. Such great is His abode!
Harmandir Sahib is a blissful place.
Sangat comes from far off places
full

Sangat coming from far off places pays

regularly and with devotion.
obeisance although once in a month,
but their fortune is changed by Guru
Ramdas Ji Himself. Such blissful is
Sahib! It’s the

Sanctum Sanctoram! Let’s recite:

Harmandir really



gfg 7au afg Heg mfu
HZ 3917 JIE ar<fad aw |l
(™aT 9t9)

Inside the Sanctum Sanctoram,
the Guru Granth Sahib Ji is placed at
the centre. There is equal space
available on both sides. ‘Sevadars’,
reciters and male Sangat sit on one
side and female sangat on the other
side. The main raised platform of the

Sanctum  Sanctoram  has  equal
geometrical proportions. The
researchers and  scholars  have

concluded in their books that it has
equal proportions of 67 feet on both
sides because most of the people give
importance to 68 important sacred
places. The Sanctum Sanctoram has
dimension of 67x67 and it itself is the
68th, pays
obeisance here sincerely, gets spiritual
blessings equal to 68 sacred places.
This is a lesser known fact, let’s recite:

Ho AifosT a8 A& g& 39 1
I & A3l METrE HI 11911 FITE 11
(T QUE)
g Al g9 aHen Al
g5 Hl g THEH Al

hence anyone who

‘Darshani Deodhi’ is opposite to
Sri Akal Takht Sahib. Sri Harmandir
Sahib is 84 steps away from ‘Darshani
Deodhi’.

planned by Dhan Dhan Sri Guru Arjan

Everything is meticulously
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Dev Ji and Dhan Sri Guru Ramdas Ji
who
compassion

is such a source of eternal
that the  Sanctum
Sanctorum is forever liberating the
souls. Anyone who pays obeisance at
Sri Harmandir Sahib sincerely, his soul
is liberated by Sri Guru Ramdas Ji. His
soul will come out of the cycle of 84
lakh births and deaths in different
species. One must bow at Guru
Ramdas Ji’'s Altar by shunning all sins.
One must bow selflessly and in utter
humility, then the Guru blesses in
abundance. One must cover the
distance from ‘Darshani Deodhi’ to the
Sanctum  Sanctorum by
‘Waheguru-Waheguru’ or ‘Dhan-Dhan
Sri Guru Ramdas Ji. Let’s all pray to

reciting

Guru Ramdas Ji for His blessings! May
Guru Ramdas Ji liberate us from
arrogance. If we pray sincerely, Guru
Ramdas Ji will definitely bless us. If
sangat prays, I may also become free
of arrogance. All of us should be
humble enough to respect our younger
The experience of humility
cannot be explained in words. Ignore
short then
everything will be fine in your life.
Always try to help others. Be polite

ones.

comings of others,

and work for the benefit of others.
Help others as per their needs- may be
with money or clothes or anything
else. Devote time to serve others, use



Sachkhand Sri Harmandir Sahib

sweet language, in this way, Guru
Gobind Singh Ji will always be with us
and bless us. One can practise it with
one’s labour or workers. The scholars
have written that anyone who walks
those 84 steps in utter humility and
devotion, gets blessings of Sri Guru
Ramdas Ji. This way, He can liberate
us from the cycle of 84 lakh births &
deaths.
third wonderful characteristic of Sri
Harmandir Sahib. It’s pool of nectar is
17 feet deep. It is neither 14 feet nor
20 feet. Why is it 17 feet deep? Guru
Ramdas ji could have dug it deeper to
the extent of 20 feet, but he kept the
depth of the sacred pond to 17 feet.
Scholars explain it this way- we talk

Now we will talk about the
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different
incarnations of the Almighty- some

about or know about
have 14 the best qualities, others have
16 perfect qualities, but this sacred
pond is above all, it is 17 feet i.e. one
plus. One quality more than the

perfect incarnation of God.

HET »iderq il Ha
AIY a&BT gie wel il
Yare e AaT® gaT M3l
gT 3B al et 118119411

(MaT €29)
Giani Saroop Singh Ji and some
other scholars have written about these
spiritual wonders at Sri Harmandir

Sahib. There is another special quality
of the sacred pool. You won't find



algae here. The nectar never gets
deteriorated. And the third uniqueness
is that you won'’t find poisonous insects
etc. around the pool of nectar. Birds
like crow and ‘bagla’ are also not seen
on its banks. ‘Bagla’ is a hypocrite bird
and it is a non-veg eating bird. Eagles,
vultures are also never seen here. They
are filth eating birds. Noise producing
animals are also not found here. No
frogs etc. in the pond. Once Deputy
Commissioner of Amritsar Mr. Cent
and the then Tehsildar of Amritsar
Jaissi Ram, got all these facts verified
by appointing watchmen on duty day
and night for many days in the
premises of Sri Harmandir Sahib and
they have made reference to these
facts. It's really blissful environs all
around Harmandir Sahib.

HI mfasr a8 77& gie 33 1
ad & 71 MEdrE HI 1141l FITE 11

(MaT 24E)

The fifth characteristic is that the
Sanctum Sanctorum has the shape of a
ship and it is situated right in the midst
of the sacred pool. Especially when
you look at it from the side of Langar
Hall. The devotees who sit inside the
Sanctum Sanctorum feel as if they are
travelling in a heavenly ship that would
take them to the abode of God where
their souls will be liberated to be one
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with the Supreme Soul. God Himelf is
the captain of this ship. This fact is
mentioned in ‘Sri Gur Partap Suraj
Granth’. Let’s recite:
gloeg fag afa A7 11311
HIG™ AJF ddld ERaTs |
Yy fHeld yuz asas |
(7 T Y3 For J[F, T )
The sixth wonderful characteristic
is that shadow of no other building
falls on Sri Harmandir Sahib. It means
the Sanctum Sanctorum is not under
the control of mortals or other
physical/man made buildings etc. The
seventh feature is Sri Harmandir Sahib
has four doors which cannot be locked
from outside, there are no earls, no
latches etc. to lock it. Guru Arjan Dev
Ji made this provision to indicate that
God ever and forever doth live there.
He is always present in the Sanctum
Sanctorum. A locked house indicates
that there is none inside the building.
But here there is no such provision.
Guru Ramdas Ji is forever present in
the Sanctum Sanctorum. The eighth
characteristic is the premises is 17 feet
deeper than the level of the city. It
mean the devotees should come here
in utter humility and bow down here
by lowering themselves physically and
mentally. If we stoop low at His Altar,
then Guru Ramdas Ji definitely blesses
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us. Here it also means that we should Sahib Ji:

not go there with haughtiness or Hd AfgsT af 77 g& 33 11
arrogant head. God always blesses the FT & 715 WO AT 11911 FTE I/
humble. (MaT QUE)
Ag AT Uu€ 39 Tgld afy i afF Heg mhpr
gfg a3g & AEtll HZ 3913 g& arefs aw i
afe afomr raeg H (nfaT 2t9)
H& HET et 114l English Translation : Varinder Singh

(MaT €92)  Principal, Gout. Sen. Sec. Smart School,

. Sehnsara, Sri Amritsar Sahib
He is always present, always

awake, always taking care of us. Let’s

Qoo
all recite praises of Sri Guru Ramdas
Ji and His Abode- Sri Harmandir
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€ WJ € fasaue
Founding of
Amritsar

‘Sifti Da Ghar’

Swaran Singh Bhaur

—-continued from the previous issue

He saw that black crows were
turning white after having a dip into
that pond. The leper also crawled and
flung himself into the pond. He came
out a completely changed, young and
perfectly healthy man and started
waiting for Rajni. When she arrived
there with food, she found a young,
with
resembling her husband and wearing
She was a bit
confused and asked,”who are you?” He

healthy man there features

the same clothes.

said, “ [ am your husband, Rajni!” But
Rajni said, “You are not my husband,
you are an impersonator, trying to
deceive me.” He said he would make
all things clear to her. He said that
black crows were turning white after
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having a dip into the holy pond. He

\~+y explained that he also took a dip and
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became totally healthy, he had kept

only his thumb intact in order to prove
to her that he was the same person.
Then he dipped his thumb into the
pond in the presence of Rajni and his
thumb got treated as well. It is not an
ordinary pond, it is a pond of nectar.
A sikh was passing by, he was carrying
a bundle of dry sticks on his head for
‘Guru ka Langar’. Rajni told all that to
the sikh. The sikh advised both of them
to accompany him to the ‘Dera of
Guru Ram Das Ji.” There he told Guru
Ji whatever had happened beneath the
berry tree beside the bank of the pond.
Guru Ram Das Ji came to the bank of
that pond along with Rajni and her
husband. With this spiritual vision, He
saw that it was the ‘Sudhasar’ place of
all the four “Yugas’.

The Guru saw Satguru Nanak Dev
Ji and Bhai Mardana; doing kirtan on
the edge of the pond. The sangat was
enjoying the spiritual ‘Baani’. Guru
Ram Das Ji
nothing to doubt about as her husband

said that there was

was like a god, who became a medium
of that wonderful spiritual discovery.

Bhai Gurdas Ji and Bhai Saloh Ji also

witnessed all that was happening



there. The sangat was reciting- ‘Dhan
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, Dhan Guru Ram
Das Ji.” Satguru Ram Das Ji declared
that that berry would be known as
‘Dukh Bhanjan Beri’. ‘Sudhasar Tirath’
would be constructed there with orders
from Guru Amar Das Ji, a new village
was founded and new beautiful houses
were constructed, the village was
named ‘Guru Chak’.

artisans from all the four sides were

Traders and

invited and requested to inhabit there.
The services rendered by Bhai Saloh Ji
are praiseworthy. A ‘pucca’ pond was
constructed at the place :

g7 Ael Yf3Rg THEH AfETd I
UTE I Y2TEnT »ify3nlT fefa AfF Aare |1
1&g »iret wis mare yg Mt gg aare I

(9 9, Y83t 82)

Guru Ram Das Ji declared that his

younger son Arjan Dev would be the
Chand
became angry because he thought that

next Guru after him. Prithi

he should be made the next Guru.
Guru Ram Das said :
9 YF FoI9F I8 Hior gy I
fas & AT 9319 3 T6
35 fAg s919z yy 119 JI& I
HH 95 & gH GI9F a93 I6
" g& farfag & »my 11
(MdT 9200)
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Prithi Chand protesed a lot, Guru
Arjan Dev Ji kept smiling :
fez BET »UST HiSles™ a8 afF & we |
wa Jt at =g ud go= |
(F9 a, y&at 82)

Guru Ram Das Ji left for his
heavenly abode in 1581 at Goindwal.
He remained Guru of the Sikhs for 7
years. He remained alive for 46 years
11 months and 7 days. Baba Budha Ji
got the honour of coronating Guru
Arjan Dev ji on 2nd of Assu, Samat
1638. The Baani of Anand Saheb was
recited, ‘Ardass’ performed and ‘Karah
Prasad’ served. All the gods showered
flowers. Guru Arjan Dev Ji completed
all the works started by Guru Ram Das
Ji,  with The
excavation work that started in samvat
1622 at Tung Gumtala Sulanwind was

great  dedication.

got completed by Guru Arjan Dev Ji in
1645 and named it ‘Santokhsar’. A
pond was constructed near ‘Dukh
Bhanjan Ber’ in Samvat 1643. After
that
Harmander was built in the middle of

a pucca temple known as
that ‘pucca’ pond by Guru Arjan Dev
Ji. Its building is unique. It has been
given the shape and name of a ‘ship’
that would take you to the spiritual
world if you recite ‘naam’. There is no

sacred place in the world where



recitation or praise of God is done 24
hours a day. Guru Arjan Dev Ji says :
35 A3 = adl Ig Al
g4g yafy faaqgd 3T F Al

(HaT 93€3)

Guru Arjan Dev Ji was a great
quality poet and editor of Dhan Guru
Granth Saheb Ji. He was a great
martyr, musician and litterateur and
had many qualities of head and heart.
What was the reason behind keeping
four doors at Harmander Saheb? The
logic was not to discriminate people on
the basis of castes. Thus it is a beacon
that
enlightening the people and it will

before the whole world, is
continue to do so till the end of the
world. Guru Arjan Dev Ji says :
H3g THE™™ HI<d 3Tl
7 3% 7 g% 39=e Gag o 7 At arll
(HaT £23)
This is an open declaration! Any
human being belonging to any religion
or caste or any gender can have
blessings for his/her posterity after
having a dip in the holy pond. The
Guru has advised us to work hard and
have patience in life :

unfs yfe fas ggg ere il
33d IT Ysiela ArE Il

(MaT 928Y)
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The Guru had full faith in the
Almighty :
Wil gIst ml @ TIF WY AHTE Ui 1)
W Y »fy 313 fF YR » 3t FT w= )
Wil A% Wy €@ fEar w g®l Fae il
Wil Falf3 AE I8 W feer Il
fan & faoug g2 afg »i 3R & gay Il
(T Y4o-4q)
The pond around Harmander
Saheb has been cleaned from time to
time. Maharaja Ranjit Singh covered
the building of Sri Harmandir Saheb
with gold plaques. At the time of
marriage of Kanwar Naunehal Singh,

the
Lahore offered a sehra made from

jewellers from ‘Sarafa Bazar’

precious pearls to Maharaja Ranjit
Singh. The highly
impressed by the beauty of the ‘Sehra’

Maharaja was

and offered it at Harmander Saheb
instead. He also got done mural
paintings and offered many other
valuables. All the things are historical.
There is a pair of doors that was
presented for the Darshani Deori, that
pair of doors was looted by Mahmood
Gazni from the temple of Somnath.
Maharaja Ranjit Singh got this pair
and Koh-e-Noor back through Shah
Suzi. Hari Mohammad Maskeen was
also once got blessed to have ‘darshan’



of ‘Sri Harmander Saheb’. He
presented a ‘Choar Saheb’ having one
lakh 45 thousand wooden hair made
from a single piece of ‘chandan’ log
weighing 9 ‘man-ser’. It was presented
through Heera Singh ‘Raagi’. This has
been mentioned by the great Sikh
scholar in his book ‘Amritsar-Sifti Da

Ghar'.

In the treasure house of Guru Ram
Das Ji, we have pairs of gold doors,
spades of gold, big pans of silver,
precious Chanani (canopy) from
Hydrabad, Sehra of precious pearls,
Choar Saheb of ‘Chandan’ and many
beautiful carpets presented from time
to time. These things are displayed on
the birth anniversary of first Parkash
Utsav of Guru Granth Saheb Ji. Fire
works are played and the sacred days
are celebrated with great pomp and
show. Pilgrims take a holy dip in the
sarovar and say :
IHE'H Ho<ld 373 Il
AfF €39 yy ans I
[5aH® & ag fersa7 1
T yI ais eaT il

(HaT €24)
HiYFAg M3l e wg Il
(MaT 9892)

Raagies, who perform Kirtan with
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the help of 33 musical instruments

make people feel the spiritual bliss by

listening to the recitation of hymns

from Baani :

Yg1 gOHE FE @ AT 8 3/ FTBG

gg 5759 GUEH FIZF T 7 B 7 UfT uaag I
(WaT 209)

4391 FIHE BT @H
Guer 96 =gaT a miwt )
FoWY 5 "YE Gedla

A a®& Mg wie wfe aaa HST )
(WdT 28.9-8t)

(Har €t3)

All of us should ‘have’ darshan of
all the ten Gurus from Dhan Guru
Granth Saheb Ji. We should believe in
Guru Granth Saheb Ji and remain
away from superstitions. We should
make our children move on the path of
Sikhism. Let’s be a part of-

HEB1 gast HEf&H warg I
ufe uife Hef@M™ »3H yorg Il

(%aT 29€3)

ad



Tulean : The Maid

ISHT &L

. Guru Ji stayed at Talwandi for
some days, but he used to rest under
trees outside the house. Sometimes he
would walk and go to meet Rai Ji. He
would often have food cooked by His
mother. The family came to know that
he won’t stay at Talwandi for long,
they started taking measures for His

longer stay. That was a beautiful thing
to do.

One day Guru Nanak Dev Ji came
back home, the mother was cooking
food. Guru Ji lay on a cot and it
seemed, He was asleep. When the
food was ready, the mother sent the
maid servant Tulsan to inform Guru Ji.
Tulsan was a humble, simple and sweet
natured maid. She found Guru Ji lying
in a calm posture. There was a
spiritual glow on His face. Tulsan did
not think it right to speak loudly in
order to wake up Guru Ji. She touched
Guru Ji's feet. On touching, she felt a
strange feeling. Out of respect she
kissed Guru Nanak's feet. She held
Guru’s feet with her hands, she saw
that a ship was about to sink. The
owner of the ship was saying ‘Dhan
Guru Nanak’ and making prayers to
Guru Ji to save his merchandise worth
lakhs. Tulsan saw in her spiritual vision
that Guru Nanak had arrived at the sea
and saved the ship successfully. Then
Tulsan went away and informed Guru
Ji’'s mother that Guru Ji was sleeping.

The mother asked her to make
Guru Ji wake up and inform him to
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have food or it would cool down. At
this Tulsan informed that he was
saving the ship of one of His Sikhs.
She said that she would wake him up
as soon as he got free from the task of
saving the ship. The mother thought
that Tulsan was making a fun as her
son had taken to asceticism. The
mohter herself woke up Guru Ji and
made Him have food in the Kkitchen.
After lunch, Guru had swishes and sat
down. The mother sat beside and
advised Guru Ji to leave the path of
asceticism and indulge in worldly
affairs, so that people might respect
Him. This would bring honour to the
family. She said people made fun of
them, even Tulsan, the maid was also
laughing at them.

Guru Ji asked, “Who has insulted
you so far?” The mother said that
Tulsan went to wake Him up but she

saw that He was saving the ship of
some Sikh.

Guru Ji said not to mind what
Tulsan said as she was partially insane.
Guru Ji  uttered the sentence
unconsciously but such was the power
of His saying that Tulsan turned a little
insane. She would always get lost in
thoughts of God. When she died, she
got liberated. When the soul is
liberated, it gets one with the Almighty
permanently. So, she was actually lost
in thoughts of God. She had not
turned lunatic. She was not sick, nor
had she developed any physical
ailment.

With Thanks from:
’Gur Balam Sakhian’

Written by Bhai Veer Singh Ji
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