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(%aT 393)

The whole ‘sangat’ is commemorating
martyrdom day of Bhai Mani Singh Ji.
Let's come to know about his
personality from these wverses from
Gurbani. What type of affection and
respect he had for Guru Ji:

3 397 Mg HT' fAE g% AEl @ 31T 1
(aT 33¢)
Bhai Mani Singh Ji was at a very

high spiritual stage. He won’t breathe
without reciting ‘Naam’. Not a second
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would pass without ‘Naam’. Nothing

pleased him without ‘Naam’. If only we

could taste a drop of that love for

‘Naam’.

3 3T wag Ha' A6 g% Al a 3T 11
(T 33t)

‘Phool’ means child, ‘Naar’ means
mother. Guru Ji says- we should love
‘Naam’ as a mother loves her child. A
daughter when grows up, quarrels with
her mother. But when she gets married
and becomes a mother herself, then
she loves her child. Then she comes to
know what affection is. Such type of
affection we should have for ‘Naam’.
Bhai Mani Singh Ji had such affection
and reverence for Guru Ji and ‘Naam’.

T TIIT TSH WT a7 AT 7€ HifT 1]

(aT 33t)
Have ‘darshan’ of Bhai Mani
Singh Ji in another verse of Gurbani:
I3 HE afe afe Az »aut
fefe marsl my As7Et 11811
(MaT 242)

We are knowing his qualities
through Gurbani. Earlier I thought to



talk about Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji
on the occasion of His incarnation
anniversary, but Satguru Ji made me
talk about Bhai Mani Singh Ji on His
own. Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji
might be pleased with the fact that
‘Martyred Singhs’ Qualities’ is the
subject today. If we are talking about
Bhai Mani Singh Ji in the presence of
Dhan Dhan Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji,
then it is my firm belief that many
martyred souls are present here in this
congregation, because we are paying
reverence to all the martyrs. These
pure and enlightened souls have the
power to fulfil our wishes. Have
‘darshan’ of Bhai Mani Singh Ji in
these verses of Gurbani:
3& H& dafe dlfe AZ »aut
fefa marst my 7AsTel 11811

(T 942)

The executioner that was deputed
to kill Bhai Mani Singh Ji, asked Bhai
Ji, if he wanted to cover his eyes with
a bandage or turn his face away. At
this Bhai Ji replied in the negative.
When the executioner was about to
chop off his wrist, Bhai Mani Singh Ji
stopped him and said, “Either you have
forgotten or you didn’t understand the
order properly.” The executioner said
that he was 22 years old and he had
understood the orders well. Bhai Ji
said that he had been ordered to chop
every small joint and small joints start
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from phlenges, not from wrist.
gfg & A 7 dJfd IF
3x &l agr faaat Il
(MaT t4y)
What higher state is it?
UlgsT Hag JFB Alee al &8F WA I
Jg HFaT at dgar IG WG gHd yTH Il
(%aT 9903)
Let’'s know Bhai Mani Singh Ji
from these lines:
FGIT [AF HId 3 AT 39 HI HIZ ma3E |l
HIS Tt T UTEDH YTF UTHBE Il
(MaT A13€Y )
IS5 HE afe afe g »aut
fefg »ard1 my 7a&7t 11811
yyT gat yiel €<T 7 e<lad 7 yet 1141l
(a1 242)
Such was his state of mind:
7 B €T 3 51T miarat efy 51 35 st 1121
(HaT 242)
Us 05 ° g d fq a1 adfg @ug Il
(»aT 393)
His state was such:
H& Ydlel B'®T GisT HaT 376 HIar I/
gig al ggal Jfe fgasT

Az s1em 33 Sariiall
(HaT €€9q)
Where did Bhai Mani Singh Ji
live? Where did he belong to?

3T Gfg Hafg & 3161 AT 11
A& & a0 S HE HTT Il
(T t)



Where he resided:
aoH Y al gt 7 /1
(War t)
There are five zones- Religious
zone, Knowlwedge zone, Hardwork
zone, Action zone and the last is
Heavenly Abode. It is attained because
of good actions.

agn 43 a1 giet 7 1l
35 dg & a=t Ig Il
38 79 Hoes BT Il
(T t)
‘Seeto Seeta’ does not mean Sita,
wife of Ram Ji. It means those whose

minds are sewed to God. It’s a country
of such souls that live there:

IFTAgY S FES AT
a7 6fg Hafg & a1 7T I
fas & Ty S/ HE HTT 11
38 a1z SAfT a B» 1
JINT MdE AT HIE AfE 11
T Y15 @R fadang I
afg afg 24 sefd Z3aTs I
38 43 Hz® 955 I
Faag I T s mIIl
3G 81 8 »ard Il
fHe fae gay f3< fa< a9 il
(»idT t)
As the divine order pervails, we,
the human beings act:
24 fearh afg steg I
339 JHST IIFT A G 113211
(AYAT Fag)

@ @

fog =g fegs™ eud il
(FEHaT Aifas)

We are observing martyrdom of
Bhai Mani Singh Ji. Make your mind
to attend this congregation till the end.
Few can be traders of spiritualism like
him. Let’s try to be like Bhai Ji. Let
haughtiness and ego be erased and
even self be sacrificed. Let recitation of
‘Naam’ be our basis. ‘Naam’ should be
our basis while eating, travelling and
doing everything. In this way one
becomes selfless:

fAF @ya a€ Bfs F wifenr il
IH BH HIS Wig ytenr |
3T HISHS BT HE HIS I
TH 3N fage Hig 315 11
s1fe gy H3T HiaT 95 I
MST [HTar o™ 77 11
gfs dfs ad Ag afe
Ny €A dfd egara AfE i
feg g feast @yid Il
33 3T & A 9BIF I
(aT C3)
Both Martyr Bhai Mani Singh Ji
and Martyr Baba Deep Singh Ji were
comrades. All the family members of
Bhai Mani Singh Ji had great affection
and reverence for Guru Ji. Bhai Mani
Singh Ji were 12 brothers in all. All

the 12 brothers attained martyrdom
for Sikhism, for ‘Guru-Ghar’:

Ay &9° 55 8d A3
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A& yn Fie 135 9t y7 urfe i
(T yAfe 774)
How great and dedicated his
family would have been! We have
often seen, sometimes, in a family of
six to seven persons, only one or two
have spiritual bend of mind. But Bhai
Mani Singh’s family is blessed. They
were 12 brothers and all of them
attained martyrdom for ‘Guru-Ghar.’
Bhai Mani Singh Ji had 9 sons and all

his sons also attained martyrdom for
Guru-Ghar. What a blessed family!

& yn Jie 3 at y7 ufe i
(3 yrte 7a)

Often we listen to an incident that
a drunkard elephant, its body covered
with all sorts of war gears especially a
big iron plate fixed on its forehead. It
was sent to break open the big gate of
the fort of Guru Ji. Bhai Bachitter
Singh Ji was sent with ‘Nagni’ spear to
encounter the elephant. One can have
‘darshan’” of ‘Nagni’ spear at Sri
Anandpur Sahib. Bhai Bachitter Singh
Ji fiercely struck with might and the
spear opened the skull of the elephant
from front after piercing the big iron
plate. Bhai Bachitter Singh Ji was one
of the sons of Bhai Mani Singh Ji.

Bhai Uday Singh Ji was ordered
by Guru Gobind Singh Ji, not only to
kill Kesari Chand but to bring his
beheaded head also. Today we all are
enjoying the facilities of all kinds and
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leading a comfortable life, because of
such martyred Sikhs. Bhai Uday Singh,
who brought head of Kesari Chand
after killing him, was also a son of
Bhai Mani Singh Ji. All the nine sons
attained martyrdom:
7Y &9 55 8 A
A5 yn 6 35 It y7 yfEe 1
(Z yrfe §4)
All of us should bow our heads to
Bhai Mani Singh Ji with respect. As if
this is not enough, all his fourteen
grandsons also attained martyrdom for
‘Guru-Ghar.” Today is the martyrdom
day of Bhai Mani Singh Ji and I am
doing my duty as per divine orders.
Now look at this line:
gl efenr® 397 339 11
HAZ yde'g g3 §3 I/
("aT 339)
How blessed is the dynasty! All
fourteen grandsons also attained
martyrdom! How great is the dynasty!
As if it is not enough, all the 13
nephews of Bhai Mani Singh Ji also
attained martyrdom for Guru-Ghar.
A3919 »G1 Aig 52 €6
A Af3gd A8 T2 I
(T 2998
Where do we stand?

& yn Fi& 13 It yz7 ureg i
(3 yte §4)
At the time of Sri Guru Hargobind



Sahib Ji, when Bibi Veero Ji was
married. At that time Bhai Mani Singh
Ji's grandfather was there. Satguru Ji
had predicted that the sweets made at
the time of marriage would be eaten
and plundered by the Turks. And the
same happened. At the time of
marriage of Bibi Veero Ji, the daughter
of Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji, the
Turks invaded and a battle started. In
that battle, the grandfather of Bhai
Mani Singh Ji, killed the royal Qazi
and attained martyrdom. Similarly the
9 paternal uncles of Bhai Mani Singh
Ji also attained martyrdom for Guru-

Ghar.

gis efew® FgA 3911
Ag yded g3Menm §3 11
(%aT 339)

Five brothers of his grandfather
also got martyred for Sikhism. Even
Father-in-law of Bhai Mani Singh Ji
also attained martyrdom. [ did not
know that:

feg g feas™ @id I
334 IT § A 8IS I
(HaT 2C3)

What a great dynasty! Let’s all
pray on this pious day so that our
generations also do something for the
‘Guru-Ghar.” Bhai Lakhi Shah Vanjara
Ji, who arranged for the cremation of
the headless body of Sri Guru Teg
Bahadar Ji, by putting his own house
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on fire, was the father-in-law of Bhai
Mani Singh Ji. He also attained
martyrdom. Bhai Mani Singh Ji was
such a great personality, whom Guru
Gobind Singh Ji blessed to write the
whole verses of Dhan Sri Guru Granth
Sahib Ji by dictating Himself during a
span of 9 months, 9 days, 9 hours
using his sheer spiritual powers. When
Dheer Mal refused to give the ‘Sarup’
of Dhan Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji,
then Guru Gobind Singh Ji Himself
recited the whole verses contained in
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji. Bhai Mani
Singh Ji rendered the service of
writing the whole Dhan Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji. During that time,
Baba Deep Singh Ji did the service of
sharpening wooden  pens and
preparing black ink. Today, we are
observing the martyrdom day of such a
great personality. Our hearts tremble
and our heads bow in respect for such
martyrs. What great dedication they
had for Guru Ji. I request all of you to
recite one more ‘Japuji Sahib’ today at
home when you go back, so that we
may have blessings of all the martyred
Sikhs. Let’s all recite:
feg =g feas @uid I
33 3T & AT 98I Il
(HaT C3)

English Translation : Varinder Singh

Principal, Gouvt. Sen. Sec. Smart School,
Sehnsra, Sri Amritsar Sahib
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A Survey of ‘Baani’ of Bhagat Ravidas Ji
in Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji

At 919 9f" Afay fee garg afeem At
€l g7t €T A9SUT

By- Kavishar Swaran Singh Bhaur

At the time of compilation and
editing of Dhan Sri Guru Granth Sahib
Ji, by Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji in 1604,
Guru Ji honoured 15 Bhagats (Sincere
Devotees) by adding their verses in Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Ji. Many Bhagats,
including Bhagat Ravidas Ji were born
before Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. Bhagat
Ravidas Ji attained the stature of
Param Hans by worshipping God.
Scholars differ with regard to his year
of birth and parents. Some believe that
he was born to mother Kaur Devi Ji in
1377 A.D. It is mentioned that his
father was Sh. Santokh Das JI. Some
scholars believe that he was born at
Banaras in 1376 A.D. and his father
was Sh. Raghu and mother was Smt.
Subinia. Bhagat Ji was fully devoted to
God and he had utmost patience.
These things are clearly visible in his
life. Once a saint gifted a piece of
‘Paras’ to Bhagat Ji and requested him
to build temples of God by rubbing the
piece of ‘Paras’ with iron items,
resulting in turning into gold of the
iron items and then by selling the gold
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in market. Bhagat Ji said that God
can’t be made happy by offering
wealth and gold. He can be made
happy by helping the needy, poor
people with one’s hard earned money,
by donating 10% to the poor from
one’s earnings. We should amass
spiritual earnings of God’s ‘Name’ not
worldly wealth. Bhagat Ji says:
Ifg & 37 95 §3 AGIS YA 11911 ITE I
(HaT £€8)
The caste and occupation of
Bhagat Ji find clear mention in
Gurbani He says:
37919 AT Hal A3 fafams o1 I/
fa€ g Gifde ais A 11l € il
(T ARE3)
Hal A3 g2 ges™ €9 837
153fa FaTgAt Wy |
(MHaT 2E€3)
Bhagat Ji had selfless nature. He
was very kind and these virtues made
him famous far and wide. Bhagat Ji
became a disciple of Bhagat Ramanand
Ji. Bhagat Kabir Ji and Bhagat
Namdev Ji were his contemporaries.



Some people deliberately distort the
fact that Bhagat Ji belonged to a
higher, rich class. Bhagat Kabir Ji also
talks about his caste:

Jglg Hal A3 a6 AT & TAAIT I/
gfBaat fem afs It
fag afuG fgasag 1121

(MaT 93£8)
IH AISTGINT THAT IH g€

Jfg gfeem gHar 1141111
(WaT £4¢)

Bhagat Ji condemns those who
feel haughty about their upper caste. If
we prepare wine by mixing jaggery
into waters of the Ganga, then it is
bad, as beloveds of God don’t partake
false wine, but if the wine is mixed into
the Ganga, the same wine becomes
the Ganga. The tree of ‘taarr’ produces
some intoxicoted substance which is
harmful for our body. If we write the
name of God on the pieces of wood
taken from the tree of ‘taarr’, then the
same become worth worshipping.
Bhagat Ji says:

HoHdl A8® fqF 1951 &
HZ A6 a3z 3d1 Ua |l
HI™ WUfeg 33 M<d A% J

Hargl &3 afa Ife »a 1111

39 I1T »ulfeg afg Haby
AR JaraT J9F G99 I

FoIf7 FGIET fHebH
3T Qud uAty afg sHAES 1121l

(%aT 9€¢3)
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He says if someone feels haughty
about one’s upper caste, but does not
remember God in heart, then there is

no use/purpose of his life. He
condemns such life:
U133 g U3 T
FI1F goHld mEg & arE |l
(MaT tyt)

Guru Ramdas Ji also writes in His
verses that he who worships God is
perfect and above all:

FoHE ¥} §E °H
g1d €I Tld »MHH Tlg
7 afF fawreE 7 yaas Il
(WaT t£€9)

Guru Arjan Dev Ji says about
bhagats:

Jice'r g3 €9 33 1315 Bwrar Hifenr I
Ygarg I AR AT Ifd €aRg YTfem 121
(MaT 8t2)
Bhat (Bard) Kalh Sahaar Ji also
recites about bhagats:
gE are Jfeey FaIg AT [F8es I
3™HT FaIF Jglg AET areld A 395 1
FOIF IS gIT =< AIfd MSH I He 1]
HIT P Ia faPsfes (a7 Y wied & A7 11
(%aT 93€0)

Bhai Gurdas Ji also eulogises
Bhagat Ravidas Ji in the 17" step of
his 10" vaar:
391Z FaTF AT ST g9 9a* € g giHgeT |
YT gie I fefe I&T gaK €fF €d AT
HE afg HE oigd dlar 8& »iE uBeT |



I SI5T QUESHET [aPH's P &l 351 Fde |
aelE »ifemT Agl HIS §'579R T GiaT §e |
afe arlar Aefim afeed afar e 3271
BT YIg #31g T [357 9I8Z »aaqg MHeT |
Slem arlgT g dfe FF feg A8 e der |

FIIF 75T IfT W fU€ g2 119011
(219 90, Y631 99)

Once Bhagat Ravidas Ji was
repairing shoes on roadside and groups
of devotees were passing by. They
were going with offerings to offer to
the river Ganga. Bhagat Ravidas dJi
asked, “Where the ‘Sangat’ is going?”
The Head of the Sangat said that
they were going to offer offerings to
the river Ganga. At this Bhagat
Ravidas Ji requested to take his humble
offering also. He also requested not to
throw the humble offering into the
Ganga, but to request the mother
Ganga that his sincere devotee had
sent the offering, hence she should
come out and accept the offering
herself. He said that only then they
should offer his humble offering to the
mother Ganga.

On reaching at the river bank, all
the devotees offered their offerings,
someone asked sarcastically to offer
Ravidas’ offering also. Then the sangat
said, O, mother Ganga! your true
devotee has sent his humble offering,
please come out and accept it
yourself.” At that time an arm of a
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lady, full of bangles came out of the
river and took the offering. In return
the hand gave two diamond bangles, as
a token of remembrance for Bhagat
Ravidas Ji. But Bhagat Ji never got
those diamond bangles. If we do
analysis of the incident or go deep into
the history, then this essay will become
quite lengthy. In brief we say that fame
of Bhagat Ravidas Ji spread far and
wide. Bhai Gurdas Ji tells us about this
in his cantos:
FoIF JElg SuEH
A& dfeey fged gig ¢ |
73 M3 ASTS el Tty
gIT a<F g 8¢/
(T3 23, ug3T 9y)

Guru Arjan Dev Ji says:

Jfcey §S3T €9 33 1315 3»ait Hifew 1
YJdIE IHT HIGH TaT Ifg Ears YT (1211

(»ar 8t2)

Guru Ji also says:
3% J4lg ©F €A & @3y AZ A5 371 1
69 3 B9 3WEe@ mHegAl
glee™ atag gie »etliall

(MdT 920.2)

Bhagat Ravidas Ji was full of milk
of human kindness and was fully
devoted to spiritual love. If God is the
sole creator of the universe, then why
are there different castes?

U133 g eUl3 T
Fa137 g9l MEg & ArE Il

(MaT tyt)



He used to condemn worship
based on superstitions and other false
rituals.

He says the cow milk is not
untouched as it is already licked from
udders by the calf, similarly the flower
is already sipped by wasps etc., so it is
also not pure or untouched. The water
that is used for bathing idols of gods, is
also not clean because urine and other
body wastes of fish and frogs is mixed
in it. That water of rivers etc. is also
not fit for ablution. The tree of sandal
bears poisonous exhalations of snakes,
thus it cannot also be used as a
worship item. Thus nothing is
untouched. Dirt of soul can be
removed if we shun criticising and
back-biting others and concentrate on
lotus feet of God. Bhagat Ji says:

€Y F 989 839 a6 I
% Feld A% Hifs faarfa& liall
Hel difde yAT aa 8 g6
WST & T8 MBY & U@ 1191l FT€ |
HB™aIT g d Fewiar i
fag »fi{zg grafg fea Har 11Ul
("HaT YY)

Bhagat Ji says that-deer, fish,
wasp, moth, elephant etc. die of one
vice or shortcoming, but man is always
surrounded by five robbers or dacoits:
faT His fFar u3ar o9 T €4 fF5H Il
Ug BY WHT 77 HIT 3T a1 3T AHH 11411

(WaT 8tE)
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The wupper caste people have
always been enemies of those who are
truly in love of God, out of envy they
call such devotees- ‘shudar’ or people
of low castes. But God honoured them
with love, blessings and other worldly
crowns. It all happens only because of
the sweet will of God. Bhagat Ji has
recited a hymn in Maru musical
composition:

»Hl % I¥ fag a6z ad Il
gIaHg (5STH IHEPHT Ha HE 8 TS 11911 TTE 11
77 &1 87 7917 6 &1 IT YT FTT € /1
atog @9 ad Ha" difde ag 3 & 33 11311
aHeT ¥l 13895 AGET AZ 3II 1l
ST SeeH 7 3 Hg ald 718 3 °g A 1111411
(T 290€)
Bhagat Ji is quite anxious about
this thing:
#7 fes wefa 7 fes aat 1l
qIAT g9 JIs 1ag 3111
Hal 983 J IH 31 9837l
gfg ares g Qufd HasT 11all
farnt 3 AfemT 7gr femmaT i1
3 Ales Afar A9 afg 77 11911 FT€ 11

(%aT 2€3-¢8)

Bhagat Ji says that pious company
of noble souls is the best that mitigates
all the sins. Bhagat Ji also advises us
how to join or be a part of the
company of noble souls:

HIHIIZ (S TabH HaE "R HQU HelaT 1111

(maT 8t€)



Bhagat Ji’s
earnings spread across the

fame of spiritual
seven
continents. Bhagat Ji attracted a large
number of followers. Women from
royal families like queen Jhalan and
Meera Bai of Chittorgarh became his
disciples. Meera Bai was daughter of
king Rattan Singh Rathore, who was
king of Mewar. She was married to
Prince Bhoj Raj, who was son of Rana
Sanga, king of Chittor. Meera Bai
didn't have a smooth married life,
because Rana Sanga was a devotee of
goddess Durga, whereas Meera Bai
was a devotee of Lord Krishna. After
the death of Rana, Meera Bai left the
kingdom for good to undertake a long
pilgrimage.  She
Brindavan and then passed away in
1603 at Dwarka. One of her hymns

composed in musical composition of

spent time at

Maru is found in the scripture compiled
by Bhai Banno. It is mentioned on
page 974 of ‘Mahan Kosh’ that
Bhagat Ravidas Ji liberated many souls
and he passed away in 1529 at
Chittorgarh at the age of 151 years.
40 of his hymns
compositions, have been included in

Dhan Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji by Sri
Guru Arjan Dev Ji. All these hymns

in 16 musical

are as per basic principles of Gurmat.
One hymns is in Sri Raag (musical
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in Sorath

Raag, three are in Dhanasari Raag,

composition), seven are
two are in dJaitsari, three in Suhi, two
in Bilawal, two in Goud Raag, two in
Ramkali, two in Maru, two in Kaidara,
two in Bhairo Raag, one in Basant
Raag and there are three in Malhar
musical composition. Bhagat Ravidas Ji
condemned idol worshipping etc. Man
has got human body due to good
fortune. Bhagat Ji advises man to earn
by working hard. He should not go
begging from door to door. We got
precious things like ‘Naam’ from Guru.
Let’s pledge to learn from pious hymns
of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji and make
our life worth and fruitful. We should
make our children aware of Gurmat
principles and bring them back to folds
of Sikhism. Weak foundations do not
support strong buildings. We should
not shun the use of Punjabi language.
A poet says:
Yret Wt 7 36 A6,
g4t gl g& A6l |

If you forget Punjabi- your mother

tongue, you will be trampled like

straw.

English Translation : Varinder Singh
Principal, Gouvt. Sen. Sec. Smart School,
Sehnsra, Sri Amritsar Sahib
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